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Lenten Greetings Summer Hill! 

There is a unique stillness that accompanies the 

month of March. While the calendar tells us that 

Spring is officially arriving, and we begin to see 

those first brave crocuses peeking through the 

thawing soil, we find ourselves deep in the heart of 

the Lenten season. This year, having begun our 

journey on Ash Wednesday back in mid-February, 

we are now fully immersed in our forty-day trek 

toward Jerusalem. It is a season of transition, 

mirroring the earth's own slow awakening, as we 

move from the dormancy of winter toward the 

vibrant promise of renewal. 

It is easy to get caught up in the "busy-ness" of our 

daily schedules, but Lent calls us to a different pace. 

It invites us to pause and ask the difficult, yet 

beautiful questions of our faith. This year, our 

Wednesday evening meditations are centered on a 

question that has stood at the very core of 

Christianity for two millennia: “Why Did Jesus Have 

to Die?” Using Adam Hamilton’s insightful book as 

our guide, we are exploring the deep significance of 

the cross—not just as a historical event, but as a 

transformational reality for our lives today. 

I want to personally encourage you to make our 

Wednesday Lenten Services a priority this month. In 

a world that often demands our constant attention and 

energy, these mid-week gatherings offer a vital "rest 

stop" for the soul. They provide us with a sacred 

space to quiet the noise of the world, gather our 

thoughts, and focus on the immense, sacrificial love 

that led Jesus to the hill of Calvary. It is through these 

shared moments of study and prayer that we 

strengthen our bond as a faith community and find 

the nourishment we need for the road ahead. 

As the month draws to a close, we enter the most 

sacred week of our church year. Holy Week begins 

on March 29th with the celebratory waving of 

branches on Palm Sunday, a day of "emotional 

peaks" as we remember Christ’s entry into 

Jerusalem. From there, the road leads us to some of 

our most moving and ancient traditions: 

 

• Maundy Thursday (April 2nd): We will 

gather in Fellowship Hall for a special Seder 

Meal. By following this Jewish tradition as 

closely as possible, we connect with the 

ancient roots of our faith and remember the 

atmosphere of the Last Supper. It is a time for 

us to sit together as a family, sharing food and 

fellowship, just as the disciples did. 

Following the meal, we will transition into a 

Christian service with Holy Communion, 

reflecting deeply on the new commandment 

of love Jesus gave to his followers. 

• Good Friday (April 3rd): We will observe a 

Tenebrae Order of Worship. This "service of 

shadows" is a powerful time of reflection. As 

we witness the gradual extinguishing of 

lights and the deepening darkness of the 

sanctuary, we are invited to sit with the 

weight of the sacrifice made on our behalf. It 

is a solemn, necessary step in our journey, 

symbolizing the depth of Christ’s love in the 

face of absolute sacrifice. 

I invite you to participate in as many of these services 

as possible, alongside our Sunday morning worship 

and Sunday School classes. There is a profound 

spiritual richness that comes from walking the full 

path—from the teaching in the temple to the upper 

room, and ultimately to the cross. We cannot fully 

appreciate the overwhelming joy of the empty tomb 

without first standing in the shadow of the cross and 

acknowledging the price paid for our grace. 

May this month be for you a time of intentional 

reflection, spiritual renewal, and a deepening 

awareness of God’s unchanging love. 

Journeying with you toward the Cross, 

Pastor Ken 
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Communion Offering 

The March Communion Offering is designated to the 

Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry.  

 

Youth Acolytes Needed 

We are looking for youth to serve as acolytes on 

Sunday mornings during the worship services. If 

your child is interested in helping and would like to 

learn more, please speak to Laura Carll, Pastor Ken 

or the church office. Training will be provided.  

 

QR Code For Online Giving 

Our members, friends, and visitors give their 

offerings and donations to the church in many 

different ways, including electronically via apps 

like Tithe.ly and bank transfers. To accommodate 

the varied ways of giving, we have an offering box 

at the rear of the sanctuary for placing Sunday 

morning offerings as you enter or leave. We will 

also have ushers accept offerings during the Hymn 

of Reflection after the sermon as another option. 

Thank you for your financial support of the 

ministries of St. Paul’s and your faithful giving in 

response to what God has given us! 

 
 

Annual  

Congregational Meeting 

The Congregational meeting that was scheduled for 

Sunday, February 22 was rescheduled for Sunday, 

March 1 due to snowy conditions. All are 

encouraged to attend this important meeting. 

Lenten Season & Holy Week 

Wednesday evening Lenten services will continue 

through March 25 at 7pm. The services are based on 

Adam Hamilton’s Book, “Why Did Jesus Have to 

Die? The Meaning of the Crucifixion.”  Pastor Ken 

is also leading lessons from the book each Sunday 

morning during Lent, at 9:15am in the downstairs 

Adult Class (room B1). Everyone is welcome to 

attend. Please speak to Pastor Ken if you have any 

questions. 

A Palm Sunday Service, with the Blessing of the 

Palms, will be held on Sunday, March 29 at 

10:30am. 

On Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 6:00pm, we will 

gather in the fellowship hall for our version of the 

Seder meal.  

A Good Friday Tenebrae Service will be held on 

April 3 at 7:00pm.  

Easter Sunday, April 5: We will rejoice and 

celebrate Christ’s resurrection beginning with our 

Sunrise Service at 6:30am on Easter morning. An 

Easter Breakfast will be held in the fellowship hall at 

approximately 7:15am followed immediately by a 

worship service with Holy Communion around the 

breakfast table (8:15am). Sunday School will be held 

at 9:15am, followed by the 10:30am Easter Worship 

Service with Holy Communion.  

 

Youth Escape Room Event 

All kids are invited to join our Youth Group Escape 

Room on Saturday, March 7 from 4-7pm here at 

St. Paul’s UCC. Solve puzzles as you race through 

the rooms to see who can finish first!  Pizza will be 

provided. An RSVP is appreciated by Sunday, 

March 1 but is not required. We can't wait to see 

everyone here!   

 

Board of Christian Ed Meeting 

Anyone interested in learning more about our 

Sunday School program is welcome and invited to 

attend the Board of Christian Education Meeting on 

Tuesday, March 3 at 7pm. Please speak to Laura 

Carll, any Sunday School teachers, Pastor Ken or the 

church office for more information.  
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Fellowship Time 

Join us for conversation, along with a cup of coffee 

and light refreshments following our 10:30am 

worship service on Sunday, March 8.  We will 

gather in the rear of the Sanctuary the second Sunday 

of each month. Catch up with old friends, make new 

ones, and stay up to date on everything happening at 

St. Paul’s. We have been having a wonderful 

response to our monthly fellowship times! Donations 

of treats (cookies, brownies, cupcakes, muffins, etc.) 

are greatly appreciated. 

 

Prayer Shawl Committee 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the second 

Tuesday of each month from 10am-12noon in the 

conference room. The next meeting will be on 

Tuesday, March 10. If you are interested in knitting 

and/or crocheting, we can hook you up!  If you know 

of someone who could use a prayer shawl, please 

contact the church office or Nancy Dewald. 

 

Everybody’s  

 

 

 

 

You’re invited to the annual Everybody’s Birthday 

Party event coming up on Friday, March 13 

beginning at 6pm. It will be potluck style, and the 

Sunday School will provide a cake. Please join us for 

this time of fun and fellowship! 
 

One Great Hour  

of Sharing Offering 

On Sunday, March 15, we will receive the One 

Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) offering. OGHS, the 

refugee, relief and development offering of the UCC, 

transforms lives through health, education, 

agricultural, and emergency relief initiatives in 138 

countries. Special envelopes will be placed on the 

bulletin table prior to that Sunday. 

Easter Flower Order Form 

Easter is Sunday, April 5! 

This year we are again offering a variety  

of beautiful Easter flowers. 

Prices  Qty      Total 

    Easter Lily  $15.50 ____ $________ 

    Tulip   $12.50 ____ $________ 

    Daffodil   $12.50 ____ $________ 

Total Cost  $________ 

Orders and money may be given to Ardith Moyer,  

Lori Moyer or dropped/ mailed to the church office. 

Money is due at the time you place your order. 

Final deadline for ordering: Sunday, March 15 

  

Name_____________________________________ 

  

Phone No. _________________________________ 

  

Placed in memory/honor of ____________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

  

__________________________________________ 

  

Placed in memory/honor of ____________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

  

__________________________________________ 

 
Placed in memory/honor of ____________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

  

__________________________________________ 

 

Placed in memory/honor of ____________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

  

__________________________________________ 
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Cabinet Meeting 

The cabinet meeting will be held following worship 

on Sunday, March 15. It will be led by Mike 

Fessler to discuss a focus and direction for church 

activities in 2026. All leaders and any church 

member interested in providing suggestions and 

input on this topic are encouraged to attend. 

 

Schuylkill Haven Area Food Pantry 

The Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry is in great need 

and accepts all non-perishable food items and paper 

products. Items can be dropped off at the church 

during the week or placed in the shopping cart at the 

back of the sanctuary. We will be helping on 

Monday, March 16 beginning at 8:30am and 

Friday, March 20 beginning at 12pm. Please speak 

to Verna Ebling, Bill Reber or the church office. 

 

Consistory Meeting 

The Consistory will have the monthly meeting on 

Tuesday, March 17 at 7:00pm in the conference 

room. 

 

Your Help is Needed for the 

Outdoor Spring Clean-up 

An outdoor grounds clean-up will be held on 

Saturday, March 21 beginning at 8:00am. ALL 

HANDS ON DECK – Children would be great. 

Please bring gloves, rakes, shovels, wheelbarrows. 

 

Summer Hill Cemetery 

Prior to Saturday, March 28: Please remove any 

winter arrangements from the cemetery that you 

would like to keep.  Thank you. 

 

Fifth Sunday Offering 
The fifth Sunday Offering on Sunday, March 29 is 

designated to the Pastor’s Emergency Relief Fund. 

 

 

 

 

There will be an 

egg hunt hosted by 

the Sunday School 

on Palm Sunday, 

March 29 that will 

take place during 

the normal 9:15am Sunday School hour. There will 

be goody bags after the egg hunt, so please make sure 

you get one from Amy Zimmerman. There is a 

plastic egg donation sign-up sheet on the table by the 

bulletin basket. PLASTIC EGGS ONLY- please no 

real eggs. They may be filled or not, and can be 

placed in downstairs room B-1 by Sun., March 22. 
 

Prayer Concern Policy 

As Christians, we fervently believe in the power of 

prayer — that’s why we include prayer concerns in 

the weekly bulletin and lift folks up in prayer during 

worship! That said, the Consistory respectfully asks 

that before you add somebody to the prayer list or 

bring up their name during worship, please obtain 

that person’s permission. We take medical privacy 

very seriously and make every effort to respect the 

wishes of individuals who do not want to be named 

publicly in a bulletin or live-streamed worship 

service. Thank you for your cooperation!  

 

WS Clean-Up Buckets 

Following many natural disasters, clean-up buckets 

provide those affected with the essentials to begin 

getting their lives back in order.  The Schuylkill 

Association, working with the UCC Disaster 

Ministries, helps provide these kits through Church 

World Services anywhere they are needed, to include 

right here in Schuylkill County.  Our Association 

currently has empty five-gallon buckets that need to 

be filled.  If you would like to help in this ministry 

by coordinating the filling of some of the buckets or 

can donate materials or money to buy the required 

materials, please contact the church office.  Learn 

more at https://cwskits.org/. 

 

https://cwskits.org/
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Have you started 

your Spring 

cleaning? 

St Paul’s UCC is 

having a YARD 

SALE!!!  

On Saturday, May 2, we will be hosting a Yard Sale 

for members of the church and their friends. We will 

have 12 available spaces in the fellowship hall as 

well as additional spaces in the parking lot for those 

who would like an outdoor stand. Spaces will cost 

$10 and can be paid to Trevor Smith or the church 

office. There will be a sign up sheet on the table in 

the narthex for those who would like to have a stand. 

Deadline to sign up will be Sunday, April 26th. 

In addition, we will also be having a small 

concession stand and bake sale. We are kindly asking 

for donations of food items and baked goods, as well 

as volunteers to help in the kitchen. There will be 

another sign-up sheet in the narthex for 

donations/volunteers. 

*Suggested Items Needed for Food/Bake Sale* 

Hot Dogs 

Barbecue 

Hot dog/Hamburger Buns 

Macaroni and Cheese 

Pierogies 

Chips 

Condiments (ketchup, mustard, relish) 

Sauerkraut 

Drinks (Bottled Water/Canned Soda) 

Baked goods (brownies, cookies, cupcakes, rice   

    krispie treats, etc.) 

If you have any additional questions, please feel free 

to contact the church office or reach out to Trevor 

Smith at (570) 789-3701. 

 

Sunday School News 

“For God so loved the world that  

he gave his only begotten son.” - John 3:16 

To start off with our Lenten weeks, we will have our 

annual “Everybody's Birthday Party” on March 13th, 

2026 starting at 6:00.  It will be Potluck style and the 

Sunday School will provide a cake to celebrate. 

Please come celebrate with us as we share birthdays, 

food and fellowship. 

We will also have our annual Easter Egg hunt on 

March 29th, 2026 during our Sunday School 

hour.  There will be goody bags for the kids when 

they finish up finding their eggs, make sure you find 

Amy Zimmerman for your bag. We also will need 

help with Donations of Plastic Eggs (No Real Eggs, 

please), there will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex, 

please have your donation in by March 22nd. 

Christian Education Secretary, 

Amy Zimmerman 

 

Special Dates: 

• March 7th, 2026- Bible Themed Escape Room 

4:00-7:00 

• March 13th, 2026- Everybody's Birthday Party 

@ 6:00 

• March 22nd, 2026- plastic egg donations due 

• March 29th, 2026-  Easter Egg Hunt @ 9:15ish 

 

 
 
 

Your Consistory met on 

February 17, 2026 and 

discussed the following items: 

Briefly discussed continued facility improvements 

in and around the church 

Further reviewed the church privacy involving the 

prayer concerns 

Rescheduled the cancelled Cabinet meeting for 

March 1 

Spring Clean up for the church grounds will take 

place on March 21 with help from the Scouts 

Congregational Meeting to review Annual Report to 

be held on February 22, 2026.   

March Communion offering will support the 

Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry 

The next Consistory Mtg. will be held on March 17, 

2026. 

Respectfully yours, 

Trevor Smith, Secretary 
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Thank You!! 

-to Kathleen Reber for sponsoring the shut-in 

mailing for March 2026 

 

-Dear St. Paul’s Summer Hill Sunday School, 

Earl and I want to thank you very much for the lovely 

Christmas ball you made for him! It was a beautiful 

addition to our Christmas tree which we will treasure 

always and remember all you thoughtful and talented 

children when we hang it on the tree in years to 

come!! Thank you very much for your 

thoughtfulness and for sharing your talent with us! 

With our love and deepest appreciation, 

Earl and Lorraine Phillips 

 

-to those members for their contributions of $55 in 

Thrivent Choice® dollars  

 

-Greetings St. Paul’s UCC!  

We recently received a check from St. Paul's 

Summer Hill in the amount of $1,016 to be used to 

support the clean-up buckets project. Our executive 

board is going to look into ways this donation can be 

used to encourage more involvement.  

We are very grateful for the generous giving of  

St. Paul's congregation. Blessings! 

Pastor Jeff Johnson 

Treasurer, Schuylkill Association 

 

-Dear St. Paul’s UCC, 

Just a note to say thank you for participating with 

Operation Christmas Child to bring the gospel “to all 

the nations.” God is definitely at work and we get to 

be a part of what He is doing. Praise God! All for his 

glory!  

Sandy Krill, UCC Volunteer 

 

-Dear St. Paul's UCC, 

On behalf of One Rock One Community, we extend 

our heartfelt gratitude for your generous donation of 

$500, and your support of the One Rock One 

Community free community music festival held on 

September 13, 2025. Your kindness made it possible 

for us to create a day filled with music, fellowship, 

and the powerful message of God's love.  

 

At One Rock One Community, our mission is to 

bring people together through music and ministry, 

spreading the gospel and sharing the message of 

salvation in an open and welcoming way. Through 

events like our free music festival, we strive to unite 

our community, uplift spirits, and inspire hearts. 

Your support plays a crucial role in making this 

mission possible.  

Because of your generosity, many attendees of all 

ages were able to enjoy an incredible day of 

performances, joy, and unity -- all at no cost. Your 

contribution made a lasting impact, and we are truly 

grateful to have you as part of this work.  

We also appreciate your patience and receiving this 

acknowledgement. Our gratitude for your support 

remains as strong today as it was on the day of the 

festival. Thank you for being an essential part of our 

mission!  

We would love for you to stay connected with us as 

we continue this journey. If you are interested in 

learning more about our mission or upcoming events, 

please visit us at www.onerockonecommunity.org.  

May God's blessings always be with you.  

With gratitude, 

Karen Miller, Treasurer  

One Rock One Community 

 

-Dear friends at St. Paul’s UCC, 

Thank you for your commitment to the ministry we 

share! I believe in this ministry. I also believe that in 

giving we receive so much more. It opens up a piece 

of heart that we sometimes are too protective of, the 

worry of the unknown. As C.S. Lewis stated, “I do 

not believe one can settle how much we ought to 

give. I'm afraid the only safe rule is to give more than 

we can spare.”  

Gifts like yours to Our Churches’ Wider Mission 

make it possible for the conference to support and 

strengthen local churches and to enhance the true 

well-being of receivers around the world.  

At the close of 2025, PSECU congregations and 

individuals contributed $693,650 in OCWM dollars. 

That was short of our goal for 2025 by $18,000. By 

conservative spending and unexpected gifts to the 

Conference, we were able to end the year in the 

black. Thank you and thanks be to God for all our 

blessings!  

http://www.onerockonecommunity.org/
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We were able to pass through to other ministries 

$209,362 in dollars from you and our local 

congregations. Recipients like Bethany Children's 

Home, Phoebe Homes, Church World Service 

hurricane victims, and many more, including all of 

the other 4 offerings of the denomination are 

indebted to your generosity.  

As always, we forwarded 1/12 of our national UCC 

commitment each month to assist the national church 

in planning and implementing the excellent work 

they do on our behalf. We encourage you to practice 

the same monthly support to the new Keystone 

Conference. As of the end of 2025, we have fulfilled 

the pledge to the national office of $71,200 despite 

not receiving all of the OCWM income we had 

projected for 2025.  

You have the honorable designation of being a 5 for 

5 congregation for 2025. Congratulations to you and 

thank you for your recognition of the especially 

important work of all these offerings.  

Thank you for continuing to express your generosity 

and support through 2026 with your gifts through the 

Keystone Conference! We cannot wait to see what 

God has in store for us to do together!  

Grace and peace,  

Reverend Tammy J. Wisniewski,  

Finance Operations Manager, PSEC 

 

The Revised Common 

Lectionary Readings: 

Second Sunday in Lent- March 1, 2026 

Genesis 12:1-4a            

Psalm 121  

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17                               

John 3:1-17 or Matthew 17:1-9  

 

March 8- Third Sunday in Lent  

Exodus 17:1-7                                              

Psalm 95  

Romans 5:1-11                                        

John 4:5-42  

 

March 15- Fourth Sunday in Lent  

1 Samuel 16:1-13                                         

Psalm 23  

Ephesians 5:8-14                                      

John 9:1-41 

March 22- Fifth Sunday in Lent 

Ezekiel 37:1-14                                          

Psalm 130  

Romans 8:6-11                                       

John 11:1-45  

 

March 29- Palm Sunday  

Liturgy of the Palms Readings: 

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29                      

Matthew 21:1-11  

Liturgy of the Passion Readings: 

Isaiah 50:4-9a                                       

Psalm 31:9-16  

Philippians 2:5-11                    

Matthew 26:14-27:66 or Matthew 27:11-54 

 

April 2- Maundy Thursday 

Exodus 12:1-4, (5-10), 11-14   

Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19  

1 Corinthians 11:23-26             

John 13:1-17, 31b-35  

 

April 3- Good Friday  

Isaiah 52:13-53:12                                        

Psalm 22 

Hebrews 10:16-25 or Hebrews 4:14-16; 5:7-9  

John 18:1-19:42 

 

April 4- Holy Saturday  

Job 14:1-14 or Lamentations 3:1-9, 19-24 

Psalm 31:1-4, 15-16                               

1 Peter 4:1-8 

Matthew 27:57-66 or John 19:38-42 

 

April 5- Easter 

Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24                       

Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43                                        

John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 

 

Daylight Saving Time Begins  

on Sunday, March 8! 

Don’t forget to “spring forward”! As we adjust our 

clocks, let’s also reset our hearts—ready to embrace 

the new mercies God gives each morning. “The path 

of the righteous is like the morning sun, shining ever 

brighter till the full light of day.” -Prov. 4:18 (NIV) 
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March Birthdays 

1 - Carol Sullivan  

3 - William Heffner III 

   - Abby Ulsh 

   - Abram Nagle 

   - Carl Yeich 

5 - Beth Satterwhite 

7 - Steven Pagotto 

8 - William Carll 

9 - Debbie Bailey 

   - William Mattes 

   - Alayna Rodnick 

11 - Gatlin Wolfe 

13 - Kevin Carpenter 

13 - Adam Zimmerman 

     - Brianna Peiffer 

14 - Rev. Ken McDowell 

17 - Barbara Jucker 

18 - Luke Hower 

19 - Devon Moyer 

22 - Dana Clauser 

24 - Harold Miller 

26 - Kermit Fix 

27 - David Fique 

28 - Tammy Krause 

     - John Ulsh Jr. 

31 - Carson Kerstetter 

     - Carolyn Richards 

 

March Anniversaries 

22 - Thomas and Mary Jane Toomey 

 

March Baptismal Anniversaries 

• Kylah Leigh, daughter of Charles and Kayla 

Ferguson  

• Kaycee Layne, daughter of Charles and Kayla 

Ferguson  

 
 

What lies behind us and what lies before us  

are tiny matters compared to what lies within us. 
 

—Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 

 

Special Dates for March 2026 

• World Day of Prayer, March 6, 2026 

• Daylight saving time begins, March 8, 2026 

• St. Patrick's Day, March 17, 2026 

• First day of spring, March 20, 2026 

• Holy Week, March 29-April 5, 2026 

• Palm/Passion Sunday, March 29, 2026 

 
 

Bible Quiz 

In Bible times, shepherds spent most of their days 

with their sheep—guiding them to food and water 

and guarding them from danger. When a sheep was 

injured, the shepherd treated the wound with a 

special liquid. What was it? 

A. Water 

B. Honey 

C. A salt solution 

D. Olive oil 

Answer: D (See Psalm 23:5) 

 

Christian Symbol 
 

ROOSTER — The rooster 

reminds us of Peter’s 

threefold denial of Jesus on 

the night of his trial 

(Matthew 26:34, NIV). 

Because of this, it often 

symbolizes human weakness 

and faithlessness— especially when faith is tested. 

Yet, the rooster also calls to mind watchfulness. Its 

early-morning crowing echoes Jesus’ words about 

being alert for his return: “Therefore keep watch 

because you do not know when the owner of the 

house will come back—whether in the evening, or at 

midnight, or when the rooster crows, or at dawn” 

(Mark 13:35, NIV) 

 
 

Faith is to believe what we do not see; and the 

reward of this faith is to see what we believe. 

—St. Augustine 

 



STEWARDSHIP 

STEWARDSHIP: Weathering the Storm Together 

As we begin to see the first hints of spring peeking through the winter frost, we are reminded of the incredible 

resilience of our St. Paul’s Summer Hill family. This past January and February brought some of the most 

challenging winter weather we have seen in years. While we had to cancel one in-person service, we were so 

grateful to still connect with many of you through our live-streamed worship. To those who have been looking 

out for neighbors, checking on the elderly, and providing a helping hand during these icy weeks—thank you for 

being the hands and feet of Christ in our community. Your safety is always our priority, and we encourage 

everyone to stay home and stay safe when road conditions are treacherous. 

A Transparent Look at Our Current Needs 

While the snow has been beautiful, it has created a significant "weather-related" challenge for our church finances. 

Because so many of our faithful givers were unable to attend in person, our giving for the period of January 1st 

through February 15th is down 21.4% compared to the same time last year. 

At the same time, our costs to keep the church running—heating, electricity, and general maintenance—have 

increased by 12.6% during this same period. These consistent "routine" gifts are truly the heartbeat of our church; 

they keep the lights on and the heat running so our doors can remain open for worship, Sunday School, and our 

vital outreach programs like the local food pantries. 

Bridging the Gap: How You Can Help 

We are profoundly blessed by your generosity. In 2025, our congregation increased its total giving by 8.78%. 

We know the heart for ministry is here! To help us close this early-year gap and ensure we don't start the year 

behind budget, we invite you to consider a few ways to support St. Paul's: 

• Make Up a Missed Offering: If you were unable to attend due to the weather, please consider "catching 

up" on those missed weekly pledges. Every gift, no matter the size, helps us meet our obligations. 

• A "Step Up" for 2026: If you are in a position to do so, consider a one-time gift or a slight increase in 

your weekly offering to help us offset these high winter utility costs. 

• Support via Live-Stream: For those who regularly worship with us online, your financial partnership is 

just as vital to our mission as those sitting in the pews. 

A Simple Solution: Set It and Forget It 

The easiest way to ensure your support continues—even when a blizzard keeps you at home—is to move from 

"occasional giving" to "intentional giving" through a routine automatic draft. This provides the church with a 

stable foundation regardless of the weather outside. 

Two Easy Ways to Give Electronically: 

1. Online Banking (Recurring Bill Pay): Set up "St. Paul’s Summer Hill UCC" as a recurring recipient 

through your bank’s app. 

2. Give Online via Tithe.ly: Visit TINYURL.COM/GIVETOSUMMERHILL to set up a safe, secure 

recurring gift. 

Thank you for your continued faithfulness and for being a beacon of light on the hill, even in the middle of a 

winter storm. 

Faithfully Yours,  

The St. Paul’s Consistory  
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         March 2026 St. Paul's United Church of Christ  

1235 Summer Hill Road  

Auburn, PA  17922 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church Phone: 570-754-7225 

Rev. Ken McDowell, Pastor: 610-207-4783 

Office Hours: Monday– Thursday 9am - 2pm 

Email: summerhillucc@gmail.com 

Website: www.summerhillucc.com 

  

Address Service Requested 

Visit the Keystone Conference of the United 

Church of Christ- https://keystoneucc.org/ 

Visit the United Church of Christ – www.ucc.org 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Ken McDowell 

Church Administrator & Custodian:  

Kelly Palerino 

Director of Youth Ministries: Laura Carll 

Music Director/ Pianist: Rae Ann Borger 

Organists: Colin Andrew/ Jacob Challenger 

(Supply) 

Church Leadership 

Consistory President: Pam Clauser 

Consistory Vice President: Jeff Palerino 

Consistory Secretary: Trevor Smith 

Consistory Assistant Secretary: Terri Saunders 

Treasurer: Lori Moyer 

Financial Secretary: Kathy Kline 

 

Consistory Elders: Robin Ferguson, Jeff 

Palerino and Mike Reber 

Consistory Trustees: Clint Clauser, Kelly 

Palerino and Trevor Smith 

Stewardship/Mission- Deacons of Consistory:  ,  

Lori Moyer, Tom and Terri Saunders, Kathy 

Kline, Mike Rubinkam and Pam Clauser 

Board of Christian Education Chairperson & 

Summer Hill Youth Group:  Laura Carll 

Board of Christian Education Vice-

Chairperson: Vicky Borger 

Board of Christian Education Secretary:  

Amy Zimmerman  

Sunday Morning Coordinator: Trevor Smith  

Assistant Sunday Coordinator:  David Deibert 

Budget Committee: Pam Clauser 

Personnel Committee: Lori Moyer 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Chair: Nancy Dewald 

Altar Committee Chairperson: Kelly Palerino 
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