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Pastor’s Page  

Greetings Summer Hill! 

This year, as we move through the anticipation of 

Advent, the joy of Christmas, and into the new 

calendar year, we find a consistent, profound theme 

woven through it all: New Beginnings. This is a 

powerful opportunity for renewal offered to us by 

God, providing both a spiritual closing and a faith-

filled start. As the civil calendar year winds down, 

the church liturgical calendar begins its new year 

with Advent. This duality gives us a whole month to 

step away from the noise and merriment of secular 

holiday preparation and instead focus on our spiritual 

journeys. It is a purposeful time of waiting and 

preparing our hearts. 

Many of us follow the tradition of lighting the 

Advent candles on a wreath. The wreath itself—an 

evergreen circle—symbolizes eternity and the life 

that is everlasting in Christ. The process of lighting 

the candles each Sunday is meant to be a deliberate 

act, moving from darkness toward the singular, 

brilliant light of the Christ candle. You will often find 

four candles—three purple and one pink—with a 

white "Christ candle" in the middle, representing 

themes like Hope, Peace, Joy (the pink candle), and 

Love. The overall purpose is to retell the nativity 

story and remind us of our redemption through God’s 

grace. 

At the very start of the church year, we are reminded 

that God offers each of us a new beginning through 

the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

We are given a new lease on life, no matter what 

came before. The old year has passed, and we are 

given new life as disciples of Christ. Take time over 

Advent to prepare your heart and reflect on your 

spiritual journey, remembering that the Light of 

Christ came into this world long ago as a baby in a 

manger, ready to illuminate your path today. 

 

 

 

 

 

While the holiday rush often culminates on 

December 25th, the season of Christmas extends all 

the way to Epiphany on January 6th. This period is 

not an ending but an opportunity to look deeper for 

continuous revelation and new beginnings.  

Epiphany marks the day the Magi (or three kings) 

visited the baby Jesus and presented their gifts. Their 

quest was not a simple one; it was intense, 

demanding travel, and a steadfast commitment to 

seeking the newborn King. In the Christian context, 

Epiphany refers to the manifestation of Christ to the 

gentiles—the non-Jewish people of Jesus’ time. This 

is a powerful truth because it says that Jesus came 

into this world for all of us, making the Light 

accessible to all who keep seeking Him. The Magi’s 

journey assures us that it doesn't matter where we 

have been this past year or how far we have 

wandered; we are always given the chance to start a 

new beginning to walk with Jesus. We are called to 

look for the light, not just in the manger scene, but in 

the unexpected places of our everyday lives where 

Christ continues to reveal Himself. 

The Magi, after encountering Jesus, chose to take a 

different route home. This physical act symbolizes a 

profound spiritual choice: once you encounter Christ, 

you can’t simply go back to your old life and old 

ways. Just like them, each of us can choose a new 

beginning and strive to become the person God is 

calling us to be. 

As we say goodbye to the old year and usher in the 

new, let us make resolutions that reflect the faith we 

have in Jesus as our Lord and Savior. We often 

default to "to do" lists—eat less, exercise more, clean 

the garage. This year, let’s dedicate ourselves instead 

to resolutions of discipleship; commitments to who 

we want "to be" in Christ. 
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Here are a few ways we can commit to a New 

Beginning in the coming year: 

Rededicate ourselves to becoming active members 

of the Body of Christ in our church community. True 

discipleship requires shared fellowship and support. 

Commit to a ministry that will shine Christ’s love 

worldwide, whether through service in the church or 

outreach in the community. 

Remember each day that it is through the strength 

of Christ that we can accomplish anything, not 

through our own resources alone (Philippians 4:13). 

Our human willpower often fails, but our trust in 

God's power is limitless. This is a year to lean into 

that strength. 

However you choose to begin the new year, we wish 

you a year of joy, knowing that God journeys with us 

through every step of life. Christ’s gift of a new 

beginning is always there. 

Epiphany Blessings,   

Pastor Ken 

 

Communion Offerings 

The December Communion Offering is designated 

to Samaritan’s Purse, an international, non-

denominational, evangelical Christian disaster relief 

organization. 

 

The January Communion Offering is designated to 

the Schuylkill Hope Center for Victims of Domestic 

Violence (formerly Women in Crisis).  

 

Prayer is Powerful! 

Please call or email the church office with your 

prayer concerns. We believe in the power of prayer 

and want to pray for you.  

St. Paul’s has a prayer concerns email group AND 

also a prayer phone call chain for anyone interested. 

The phone call chain can be as simple as receiving 

a text and praying for the person. Please contact the 

church office if you would like more information or 

to be added to these lists. 

 

QR Code For Online Giving 

Our members, friends, and visitors give their 

offerings and donations to the church in many 

different ways, including electronically via apps 

like Tithe.ly and bank transfers. To accommodate 

the varied ways of giving, we have an offering box 

at the rear of the sanctuary for placing Sunday 

morning offerings as you enter or leave. We will 

also have ushers accept offerings during the Hymn 

of Reflection after the sermon as another option. 

Thank you for your financial support of the 

ministries of St. Paul’s and your faithful giving in 

response to what God has given us! 

 
 

Youth Acolytes Needed 

We are looking for youth to serve as acolytes on 

Sunday mornings during the worship services. If 

your child is interested in helping and would like to 

learn more, please speak to Laura Carll, Pastor Ken 

or the church office. Training will be provided.  
 

Altar Prep Volunteers 

We are still in need of altar prep volunteers. 

Everyone is welcome! It can be a rotation schedule 

on a weekly basis. You can sign up for one week or 

multiple weeks. Your assistance is needed to change 

the altar paraments, make sure altar flowers are 

changed and the oil candles are filled. Training will 

be provided to anyone interested!  It’s a minimal 

commitment, but a great help in keeping our services 

running smoothly. If you would like to learn more 

about how you can help, please speak to Kelly 

Palerino. 
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Advent Study  

As you know, Advent began on Sunday, November 

30th, and we are lighting our Advent Candle 

Wreath!  As we are preparing for the birth of our 

Lord during the weeks leading up to Christmas Day, 

please join us for a time of study and reflection 

during the 9:15am Sunday School hour. The 

Generations Sunday School Class meets in room B1 

and is using the book, Voices of Advent by Matthew 

L. Skinner, to guide our conversation as we prepare 

the way of the Lord. The book is available on 

Amazon in paperback or Kindle format, as well as at 

Cokesbury and other Christian book sites. You do 

not need a book to participate, and it’s not too late to 

join us! Just come as you are! 
 

Congregational Meeting 

St. Paul’s Annual Congregational Meeting will be 

held on Sunday, December 7 following Worship 

(the snow date will be Sunday, December 14).  The 

purpose of the meeting will be to review and vote on 

the proposed budget for 2026, and to elect new 

Consistory members. Please plan on attending this 

very important meeting.  

 

Christmas Caroling 

On Sunday, December 7, we will be Christmas 

Caroling to the shut-ins and elderly.  We will be 

joining our sister congregation, St. Paul’s Lutheran 

Church  for this event. Everyone is invited to join us. 

We will be carpooling and leaving from St. Paul’s 

UCC at 2:00pm.  Please speak to Pastor Ken for 

more information. 

 

Prayer Shawl Committee 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the second 

Tuesday of each month from 10am-12noon in the 

conference room. The next meetings will be on 

Tuesday, December 9 and January 13, 2026. If you 

are interested in knitting and/or crocheting, we can 

hook you up!  If you know of someone who could 

use a prayer shawl, please contact the church office 

or speak to Nancy Dewald. 

 

Church Wide Christmas Party 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, December 14 for 

our Church Christmas Party sponsored by the 

Sunday School. The party will follow our 10:30am 

worship that day. Hot Dogs and fix’ins will be 

provided along with drinks and snacks. You are 

welcome to bring your favorite treat or covered dish 

to share, but it is not necessary to bring anything 

other than yourself! Come enjoy the fun as we 

welcome our special visitor, Santa!  Kids will receive 

a goodie bag. If you have any questions, please speak 

to any Sunday School teacher or Board of Christian 

Education Chairperson, Laura Carll.  (snow date for 

the party is Sunday, December 21) 

 

Hat, Scarf & Mitten Tree 

We are collecting new or gently used hats, gloves and 

scarves to be given to those in need. All items will 

need to be received by Sunday, December 14, and 

can be placed on the Christmas tree or in the box 

located in the back of the sanctuary. You may also 

call the church office to drop things at the door. 

Please speak to Kelly Palerino if you have any 

questions. 

 

 

 

Schuylkill Haven Area Food Pantry 

The Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry is in great need 

and accepts all non-perishable food items and paper 

products. Items can be dropped off at the church 

during the week or placed in the shopping cart at the 

back of the sanctuary. Please make sure the food 

items that you donate are not out of date. We will be 

helping on Monday, December 15 beginning at 

8:30am and Friday, December 19 beginning at 

12pm. We will also be helping on Monday, January 

12, 2026 beginning at 8:30am and on Friday, 

January 16, 2026 at 12pm. Please speak to Verna 

Ebling, Bill Reber or the church office. 
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Food Pantry Update 

For those volunteers taking food to the Pantry-  

Beginning January 1, 2026, the Schuylkill Haven 

Food Pantry will be open to receive donations on the 

first three Mondays of each month (excluding 

holidays) from 8:30 to 10:30am. Please note this is 

slightly different from the past.  

Certainly, if there is a need to deliver at another time, 

arrangements can be made to deal with that by 

contacting Bill Reber at 570-621-8765. Thank you 

for your generous, continued support!  

 

Bethany Children’s Home 

Special Offering 

On Sunday, December 21, we will collect a special 

offering for Bethany Children’s Home which is 

located in Womelsdorf. Bethany serves troubled 

youth between the ages 13 and 19. These are young 

people who for one reason or another cannot live 

with their own families. Most have been abused or 

neglected and do not have a concept of what a stable 

two parent loving family can be. Bethany provides a 

safe, healthy, caring home for these children and tries 

to instill the values they will need to succeed in life. 

Please help us to remember the children of Bethany 

through prayer and monetary donations. These 

children who have not experienced much love or 

received many holiday gifts prior to arriving at 

Bethany can certainly benefit from our help. 

 

Christmas Fund Offering 

This special UCC offering will be collected on 

Sunday, December 21 and on Christmas Eve, 

December 24. It goes towards providing financial 

assistance to retired ministers who are struggling 

financially. 

 

Worship Schedule 

We will have two Christmas 

Eve candlelight services 

again this year, at 7:00pm 

and 11:00pm. 

Communion will be celebrated at both services. 

The 7:00pm service will be live streamed. 

The Bulletin and Altar Flower List  

The Bulletin and Altar Flower Sponsor List for 2026 

is posted in the hallway next to the secretary’s office 

door. If you are already on the list, and would like to 

make any changes, please do so at this time. There 

are openings for sponsorship throughout the year if 

you are interested. Please contact the church office if 

you have any questions about open dates, or would 

like to make any changes, removals or additions. The 

sponsorship cost for fresh altar flowers is currently 

$35, silk altar flowers are $12 and bulletins $10. 

 

Shut-In Mailing Sponsorship 2026 

We are very thankful to everyone who faithfully 

sponsors the shut-in mailings each month. The cost 

is $20, which enables us to continue to send bulletins 

to our shut-in members each month. If you would 

like to select a month for sponsorship, please sign the 

paper by the secretary’s office door or call the church 

to have your name added. When paying, please note 

that it’s for the shut-in mailing, along with the month 

you selected. 

 

Help Will Be Needed 

Help will be needed to remove and store away 

Christmas decorations on Sunday, January 4, 2026 

following the worship service. Mark your calendars! 

 

Board of Christian Education 

There will be a Board of Christian Education 

Meeting on Tuesday, January 6, 2026 beginning at 

7pm. All are invited and encouraged to attend. 

 

Installation of Officers 

The Installation of Consistory Members and 

Delegates will take place on Sunday, January 11, 

2026 during the 10:30am Worship Service. 

 

Fellowship Time 

Join us for conversation, along with a cup of coffee 

and light refreshments following our 10:30am 

worship service on Sunday, January 11, 2026.  We 

will gather in the rear of the Sanctuary the second 

Sunday of each month. Catch up with old friends, 
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make new ones, and stay up to date on everything 

happening at St. Paul’s. We have been having a 

wonderful response to our monthly fellowship times! 

Donations of treats (cookies, brownies, cupcakes, 

muffins, etc.) are greatly appreciated. 

 

2025 Annual Report Info. Needed 

Please have all information for the 2025 Annual 

Report to the church office by no later than Sunday, 

January 18, 2026. The Annual Report will be 

available early in February prior to the Annual 

Congregational Meeting on Sunday, February 22, 

2026. Please email your articles to the church office 

at summerhillucc@gmail.com, or put them in the 

secretary’s mailbox. Please contact Kelly at the 

church office if you have any questions. 

 

Cabinet Meeting 

A Cabinet Meeting will be held following worship on 

Sunday, January 25, 2026. It will be led by Mike 

Fessler to discuss a focus and direction for church 

activities in 2026. All leaders and any church member 

interested in providing suggestions and input on this 

topic are encouraged to attend.  

 

Boy Scout Sunday 

...will be celebrated on Sunday, February 1, 2026.  

Members of the Cub Scout Pack 651 and Boy Scout 

Troop 651 will participate in Worship at 10:30am. 

 

Recognition of 50th 

Wedding Anniversaries 
On February 8, 2026, we will honor couples 

celebrating their 50th wedding anniversaries in 2026. 

If you are married 50 years, or you know of a couple 

in the church who is, please contact Kelly at the 

church office. 

 

“Souper” Bowl Sunday 

On Sunday, February 8, 2026, we will join 

thousands of other churches and organizations tackle 

hunger by collecting canned food and/or cash 

donations. All donations stay right in Schuylkill 

County to help our neighbors in need through the 

Schuylkill Haven Council of Churches Food Pantry. 

Look for the specially marked donation boxes and 

donation pans when you come to church on “Souper 

Bowl Sunday”! 

 

Ash Wednesday and Lent 

A traditional Ash Wednesday Service will be held 

on Wednesday, February 18 at 7:00pm in person 

and live-streamed.  The service will include the 

imposition of ashes and the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion.  

Wednesday evening Lenten services will begin 

February 25 and continue through March 25 at 

7pm. Please join us!  

A Palm Sunday Service, with the Blessing of the 

Palms, will be held on Sunday, March 29 at 

10:30am. 

 

CWS Clean-Up Buckets 

Following many natural disasters, clean-up buckets 

provide those affected with the essentials to begin 

getting their lives back in order.  The Schuylkill 

Association, working with the UCC Disaster 

Ministries, helps provide these kits through Church 

World Services anywhere they are needed, to include 

right here in Schuylkill County.  Our Association 

currently has empty five-gallon buckets that need to 

be filled.  If you would like to help in this ministry 

by coordinating the filling of some of the buckets or 

can donate materials or money to buy the required 

materials, please contact the church office.  Learn 

more at https://cwskits.org/. 

 

Sunday School News 

John 3:16- “For God so loved the world,  

that he gave his only begotten Son, that  

whosoever believeth in him should not perish,  

but have everlasting life.” 

I want to thank everyone who sponsored a Child 

from Schuylkill County Children and Youth. I know 

they will have a great Christmas thanks to you.  

On December 14, 2025 (Snow date- Dec. 21, 2025) 

following our 10:30am service, we will be having 

our annual Church Wide Christmas Party. Please join 

us for Hotdogs and the fixins, snacks and drinks- you 

https://cwskits.org/
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are welcome to bring a treat or covered dish and also 

sing songs and meet our special visitor. 

Some of our Sunday School students in the next few 

weeks will be treating us to their musical talents all 

the way up until Christmas Eve.   

I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and a 

blessed New Year! 

Sincerely,  

Christian Education Secretary, 

Amy Zimmerman 

 
 

 

Your Consistory met on 

November 18, 2025 and 

discussed the following items: 

Continued improvements to the indoor facilities 

around the church, namely light replacements 

Noted the continued progress of our new website 

Approved to present the 2026 budget at the 

Congregational meeting on December 7 

Undecorating the church will take place following 

worship January 4 

Installation of officers will take place during 

services on January 11 

Planned the Cabinet meeting for January 25th 

following worship 

December Communion offering will support 

Samaritan’s Purse  

January Communion offering will support 

Schuylkill Hope Center (formerly Women in Crisis) 

The next Consistory Mtg. will be held on December 

16, 2025. 

Respectfully yours, 

Trevor Smith, Secretary 

 

Thank You!! 

-to John and Beth Satterwhite for sponsoring the 

shut-in mailing for December 2025 

 

-to the Meck family for sponsoring the shut-in 

mailing for January 2026 

-to the members for their deposit of $252.00 in 

Thrivent Choice Dollars®  

-THANK YOU to everyone who donated to the 31 

Days of Giving Food Drive. With your generosity 

and help, we collected 1250 items for the Schuylkill 

Haven Food Pantry. The need is great, and our 

donations will help to meet the needs of those 

struggling to put food on their tables. Please continue 

to donate monthly as you can. Our next large drive 

will again be in late spring to help provide meals for 

those in need over the summer months!   

 

-to all those who filled Samaritan’s Purse Operation 

Christmas Child shoeboxes. There was a total of 53 

in person boxes and 14 online boxes 

 

-Dear members of St. Paul’s,  

Thank you for your generous donation of 1,250 items 

of food to the Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry for the 

month of October. 

We appreciate your support to help us stock our 

shelves to give to needy people in the community.  

Your support and generous giving is much 

appreciated.  

Thanks again, Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry and  

Council of Churches 

 

Christian Symbol 

 

POINSETTIA — This 

shrub, native to Mexico, 

is at the heart of legend 

about a poor girl who 

wanted to bring Baby Jesus a 

gift one Christmas Eve. As she 

walked to church, she gathered a bouquet of weeds 

— which Jesus miraculously transformed into lovely 

red flowers. Thus the poinsettia (named for Joel 

Poinsett, the U.S. ambassador to Mexico who first 

brought the plant to America) is known in Mexico as 

la flor de la Nochebuena (flower of the Holy Night). 

The poinsettia is also an ideal Christmas symbol 

because its leaves turn red when deprived of sunlight 

and its flowers (the red inner buds) bloom in 

December. 
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The Revised Common 

Lectionary Readings: 
Second Sunday of Advent- December 7, 2025 

Isaiah 11:1-10       

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  

Romans 15:4-13             

Matthew 3:1-12  
 

Third Sunday of Advent- December 14, 2025 

Isaiah 35:1-10  

Psalm 146:5-10 

Luke 1:46b-55 

James 5:7-10  

Matthew 11:2-11  
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent- December 21, 2025 

Isaiah 7:10-16  

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19  

Romans 1:1-7  

Matthew 1:18-25 
 

Christmas Eve- December 24, 2025 

Isaiah 52:7-10  

Psalm 98  

Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) 

John 1:1-14  
 

Christmas Day- December 25, 2025 

Isaiah 9:2-7  

Psalm 96  

Titus 2:11-14  

Luke 2:1-14, (15-20)  
 

First Sunday after Christmas Day- Dec. 28, 2025 

Isaiah 63:7-9  

Psalm 148  

Hebrews 2:10-18  

Matthew 2:13-23  
 

New Year's Day- January 1, 2026 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-13  

Psalm 8  

Revelation 21:1-6a  

Matthew 25:31-46  
 

Second Sunday after Christmas- Jan. 04, 2026 

Jeremiah 31:7-14 

Sirach 24:1-12 

Psalm 147:12-20 

Wisdom of Solomon 10:15-21  

Ephesians 1:3-14  

John 1:(1-9), 10-18 

Epiphany of the Lord- January 06, 2026 

Isaiah 60:1-6  

Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14  

Ephesians 3:1-12  

Matthew 2:1-12  

 

Baptism of the Lord- January 11, 2026 

Isaiah 42:1-9  

Psalm 29  

Acts 10:34-43  

Matthew 3:13-17  

 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany- Jan. 18, 2026 

Isaiah 49:1-7  

Psalm 40:1-11  

1 Corinthians 1:1-9  

John 1:29-42  

 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany- Jan. 25, 2026 

Isaiah 9:1-4  

Psalm 27:1, 4-9  

1 Corinthians 1:10-18  

Matthew 4:12-23  

 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany- Feb. 01, 2026 

Micah 6:1-8  

Psalm 15  

1 Corinthians 1:18-31  

Matthew 5:1-12  

 

Special Dates- December 2025 

• Second Sunday of Advent, December 7, 2025 

• Third Sunday of Advent, December 14, 2025 

• First Day of Winter, December 21, 2025 

• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 21, 2025 

• Christmas Eve, December 24, 2025 

• Christmas Day, December 25, 2025 

• New Year’s Eve, December 31, 2025 

Special Dates- January 2026 

• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2026 

• Epiphany, January 6, 2026 

• Baptism of the Lord, January 11, 2026 

• Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 19, 2026 

 
 

“Belief is truth held in the mind;  

faith is a fire in the heart.” 
 

—Joseph Fort Newton 

https://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=48
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December Birthdays 

6 - Ronald Mengel 

   - Terri Saunders 

7 - John Satterwhite 

   - Tamara Nagle 

8 - Earl Phillips 

10 - Don Borger 

12 - Elizabeth Langan 

13 - Jason Kline 

     - Sabrina Fry 

14 - Christina Gogel 

15 - Kevin Peiffer 

     - Derek R. Faust 

     - Joseph Nagle 

16 - Roger Krause 

17 - Abigail Zagar 

18 - Lauren Krause 

21 - Angela Meck 

    - Donna Brensinger 

23 - Arlene Kreager 

     - Harold Brown 

27 - Rene' Jucker 

     - Rev. Mark Dewald  

28 - Cody Rodnick 

29 - Joseph Lassandro 

     - Andrew Good 

31 - Jeremy Warke 

December Anniversaries 

16 - Ben and Kaylee Kerchner 

18 - Bonnie and Bill Reber 

31 - John and Becky Ulsh 

     - Joseph and Tamara Nagle 

 

December Baptismal Anniversaries 

• Benjamin Lawrence, son of Andrew and 

Elizabeth Good   

• Josephine Rose, daughter of Andrew and 

Elizabeth Good    

• Ellie, daughter of Kevin and Carolyn Richards  

• Erin, daughter of Kevin and Carolyn Richards  

• Emma Layne, daughter of Michael and Sarah 

Wolfe  

January Birthdays 

1 - Leroy Knapp Sr. 

2 - Christine Maurer 

4 - Keith Krause 

   - Eliza Kline 

   - Phyllis Kast 

   - Meghan McBreen 

7 - Ryan Carey 

10 - Elizabeth Zimmerman 

11 - Dawn Mattes 

     - Tanya Zagar 

     - Heather Fox 

12 - Amy Clauser 

     - Nathan Rodnick 

     - Benjamin Good 

13 - Michael Rodnick 

     - Larry Reber 

15 - Nancy Ulsh 

     - Dale Frantz 

16 - Elisa Phillips 

17 - Trace Bitting 

18 - Dylan Reber 

     -Christine Branca 

19 - Deanna Heim 

20 - Janet Rodnick 

     - Dick Clauser 

     - Jill Kerstetter 

21 - Kaycee Ferguson    

22 - Linda Epler 

23 - Michael Fessler 

     - Amy Zimmerman 

     - Shanelle Koch 

25 - Emily Mattes 

    - Miranda Koch 

26 - Charlotte Dintiman 

27 - William Barnes 

     - Skylar Krause 

29 - Luke Palerino 

30 - Joan Krause 

January Anniversaries 

3 - John and Phyllis Kast 

January Baptismal Anniversaries  

• Gabriel Donald, son of Benjamin & Amy 

Crouse    

• Stella Ann, daughter of Andrew and Melissa 

Reber   

• Luke Allen, son of Zachary and Alexis Palerino   
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Year-End Stewardship: Finishing the Year Strong Together 

As we gather to celebrate the end of the civil year and anticipate the joyous Christmas season, the Consistory 

wants to take a moment to express our profound gratitude for your exceptional generosity and support this past 

year. 

Your faithful gifts of time, talent, and financial resources have been instrumental in sustaining our vibrant 

worship, funding our mission partners, supporting our crucial outreach programs, and ensuring the essential 

upkeep of our beloved facilities. From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for making St. Paul's a beacon of 

light and a true community of faith on Summer Hill. We truly could not be the Body of Christ in this 

community without your dedication. 

The Power of Collective Generosity 

Stewardship is a spiritual discipline—a joyful act of worship where we use the gifts God has given us to further 

God’s work. Throughout this past year, every single gift has done its part: 

• It has kept the lights on, the doors open, and the heat running for worship and community meetings. 

• It has provided resources for our children’s ministry and youth programs. 

• It has funded our vital mission support, helping those in need both in Schuylkill County and around the 

world. 

A Gentle, Final Invitation 

As we approach the final days of the year, we want to share a brief, transparent update on our financial 

standing. While your giving has been consistent and sacrificial, we are currently experiencing a shortfall in our 

annual budget goal. This gap needs to be closed before the end of December to ensure we can meet all our 

budgeted obligations for the year and start the new year on a solid footing. 

We recognize the many demands on your resources during the holidays. However, we invite you to prayerfully 

consider making a final, impactful year-end gift. If you have been blessed with a year-end bonus, realize you 

are behind on your planned giving, or simply feel moved to help us cross the finish line, this is the perfect time 

to act. 

Every gift, large or small, helps us reach the budget goal together. 

Final Details for Your Gift 

Please remember that all contributions must be received or postmarked by December 31st to be credited to the 

current calendar year for tax purposes.  If you are unable to join us on Sunday morning for worship, you can: 

• Mail your gift to the church office. 

• Give online using the electronic giving options on our website or app. 

• Drop off your offering at the church office during office hours. 

Thank you for finishing the year strong with us! May you have a blessed Advent, a joyous Christmas, and a 

New Year filled with God's peace. 

The Consistory and Stewardship Committee 

St. Paul's Summer Hill UCC 
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               December 2025 

     and January 2026 

St. Paul's United Church of Christ  

1235 Summer Hill Road  

Auburn, PA  17922 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Church Phone: 570-754-7225 

Rev. Ken McDowell, Pastor: 610-207-4783 

Office Hours: Monday– Thursday 9am - 2pm 

Email: summerhillucc@gmail.com 

Website: www.summerhillucc.com 

  

Address Service Requested 

Visit the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference – 

www.psec.org 

Visit the United Church of Christ – www.ucc.org 

Church Staff 

Pastor: Rev. Ken McDowell 

Church Administrator & Custodian: Kelly 

Palerino 

Director of Youth Ministries: Laura Carll 

Music Director/ Pianist: Rae Ann Borger 

Organists: Jacob Challenger/ Colin Andrew 

(Supply) 

Church Leadership 

Consistory President: Pam Clauser 

Consistory Vice President: Jeff Palerino 

Consistory Secretary: Trevor Smith 

Consistory Assistant Secretary: Terri Saunders 

Treasurer: Lori Moyer 

Financial Secretary: Kathy Kline 

 

Consistory Elders: Pam Clauser, Robin Ferguson 

and Jeff Palerino  

Consistory Trustees: Mike Reber, Clint Clauser  

and Kelly Palerino 

Stewardship/Mission- Deacons of Consistory:  

Kathy Kline, Carol Mengel, Trevor Smith,  

Lori Moyer, Tom and Terri Saunders 

Board of Christian Education Chairperson & 

Summer Hill Youth Group:  Laura Carll 

Board of Christian Education Vice-

Chairperson: Vicky Borger 

Board of Christian Education Secretary:  

Amy Zimmerman  

Sunday Morning Coordinator: Trevor Smith  

Assistant Sunday Coordinator:  David Deibert 

Budget Committee: Pam Clauser 

Personnel Committee: Lori Moyer 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Chair: Nancy Dewald 

Altar Committee Chairperson: Kelly Palerino 

December 2025 & January 2026 

QR Code for Online Giving 

 

http://www.psec.org/
http://www.ucc.org/

